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, an internationally known Indologist. 
The Nagpur scholar of Prakrit and Jainism 
Dr Hiralal Jain served as a Local Secretary. 
The well known Sanskrit orator Prof S G 
Somalwar composed welcome verses in 
Sanskrit extolling the qualities of head and 
heart of MM Dr. Kane, the song being sung 
by the students of Morris College. In his 
Presidential speech, at the very outset, Dr 
Kane paid a glowing tribute to the legal acu¬ 
men and learning of Justice W R Puranik in 
a Sanskrit couplet composed by him. Dr Kane 
expressed a deep sense of admiration for 
the scholarship of the Presidents of the ear¬ 
lier sessions. He made some practical sug¬ 
gestions such as the publication of Annual 






Wamekar, Balshastri Hardas. Dr S D Pendsey, 
Prof B S Pandit, ProfV B Kolte, Prof S L Katre 
and others. Many of them served as local 
secretaries on the various sections. The 
Pandit Parishad of which the entire delib¬ 
erations were in Sanskrit was well looked 
after by Prof S G Somalwar and Balshastri 
Hardas. The beautifully drafted circular of 
Pandit Parishad in Sanskrit had formed the 
part of the proceedings. In consonance with 
the spirit of the conference to give impor¬ 
tance to the promotion of regional lan¬ 
guages, three sections namely Marathi, Urdu 
and Hindi have been operated during the 
conference. A sizable number of scholars 
fromVidarbha such as Dr S D Pendsey, Prof 
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Aitekar as General 
Secretary Decame the sole General Secretary 
of the conference, the office of which he 
held till Calcutta session in 1986. Another, 
major landmarks were the thorough revi- 
sionoftheRulesandRegulationsofthecon- 
ference as originally framed in 4th AIOC at 
Allahabad (1926) and amended from time 
to time; as also the registration of the con¬ 
ference under the Society Registration Act 
XXI of 1860. 

The important academic resolution 
passed was diat the AIOC had considered 
the report of the Central National Museum 
of Art, Anthropology and Archaeology 
proposed by the Gwyer Committee and 
made some recommendations to follow. 
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Bibliography and comply 
Dictionary on Historical principles. He 
deplored that certain branches of 
Orientology such as Egyptology and 
Assyriologv have not sufficiently engaged 
the attention of the scholars. He empha¬ 
sized the need to encourage the tradition¬ 
al learning of the Shastras. Having realised 
that the country is now on the threshold of 
epoch-making political changes and likely 
to be confronted by the stmggle between 
acceptance of modern innovation and pre¬ 
serving ancient heritage Dr Kane issued a 
note of caution and care when he said, “She 
(India) developed centuries ago tradition 
for tolerance of varying views in religion 
and philosophy and showed great capaci¬ 
ty for absorption of races and ideas and for 


V B Kolte, Prof B S Pandit Prof S L Katre 
along with the scholars like Prof KP Kulkami, 
Dr S G Tulpule, G V Tagare, R N Vale and 
others from Bombay and Poona contributed 
to make this session a significant one. A spe¬ 
cial reference maybe made to Prof P S Sastri, 
then lecturer in English, Chhattisgarh 
College Raipur, who read two papers one 
in the ‘Vedic’ section; and other in the 
‘Philosophy and Religion’ later became a 
Nagpurian and served as Head of the Post- 
Graduate Departmentof English Literature 
(1960-1979). He was a profound scholar of 
English Literature, American Literatureand 
Philosophy and known for his books on 
‘Vision of Coleridge’, Rigvedic Aesthetics 
and Indian Idealism. This conference 
remained conspicuous by the cultural events 


TWo public lecture of general interest 
also deliveredone on ‘Life values of Sansl 
language and Literature’ by Dr Raghuvl 
and the other on ‘Kondapur Excavation’ by 
Khwaja Ahmed. 

It will not be out of place to say that the 
Nagpur session of AIOC proved to be land¬ 
mark in the march of Oriental Scholarship 
in India. The session was impressive and 
rich in cultural extravaganza. Thus, things 
become all the more nostalgic, when Nagpur 
beckons again and is poised for the cente¬ 
nary celebration of AIOC. 

(The author is former Secretary 
of Sanskrit Bhasha Pracharini 
T , . Sabha, Nagpur) 

The Hltavada (To be continued) 
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Oriental Conference at Crossroads 


■ By NR Pattarkme 

WHEN ICO completed its centu¬ 
ry in its 29th session at Paris in 
July 1973, The French newspaper 
Le Monde wrote on 23rd July 1973 
44 Le Orientalism est mort il sera 
desonnais remplace par lesetudes 
astastiques on par les sciences 
humaines asiatiques qui 
englobent des civilisation allant 
de la Mediterranee Orientale at 
Pacifique” (Orientalism is dead. 
It will now r be replaced by Asian 
studies or by Asian Humanities 
wiiich encompass civilisations 
ranging from the eastern 
Mediterrean to the Pacific). On tliis 
comment by the French Daily, the 
French Gnostic, J Ries WTOte in 
his chronicle that these lines 
reflected a series of intervention 
and maneuvers bv Asian 
Delegates resulting in some deci¬ 
sions important for the future of 
civilization. (English translation 
from French Original c.f.Revue 
Theologique, De Louvain 5 Anee 
Fasc. 2, 1974. R253). In fact the 
official communique emphasised 


that Congress pertaining to spe¬ 
cial fieldsbe held separately hith¬ 
erto being organised under one 
cover ‘ Oriental’.The w t o rid known 
Sanskritist Dr Venkat 
Raghvan formed the 
‘International 
Association for 
Sanskrit Studies' 

(IAAS) in this Paris 
meet and all the sub¬ 
sequent World 
Sanskrit Conferences 
(Torino-1975- 
Vancouver2018) have 
been organised by 
IAAS. Another signifi¬ 
cant thought that influ¬ 
enced the administra- 



Prof Dr R N 
Dandekar 


tive conduct of the Congress was 
that of ‘gigantism’ and ‘tourism’. 
As the Hungarian Scholar K 
Czegledyputs in his‘Chronica’ that 
Prof. Rene Labat (the President 
of 29th ICO) himself called for 
basic changes in the activity of the 
Congress. He spoke of‘gigantism’ 
reflected in the size of the 
Congress. Another negative fea¬ 
ture of the session has long been 
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the 

undue intruism of 
‘tourism’ (Acta 

Orientalia Vol. 28 No. 2 
1974). The old ‘ICO’ with 
its classical character 
had since been dis¬ 
banded and a new T 
incarnation under the 
title ‘International 
Congress of Human 
Sciences in Asia and 
North Africa came into 
being of wiiich the first 
session was held at 
Mexico in 1976. 

In this background the cente¬ 
nary celebration of AIOC at 
Nagpur may demand an intel¬ 
lectual discourse on its future 
form as regards content and 
scope. It is unhesitatingly true 
that over the years the AIOC has 
become the assemblage of 
Sanskritists dealing with the 
branches of Indology under the 
‘Oriental’ umbrella, it is equally 



true that the visionary General 
Secretary of AIOC. Dr R N 
Dandekar, who unquestionably 
ruled the domain of Oriental 
Conference (Nagpur 1946 
Calcutta 1986) and who was 
administrative as also academi¬ 
cally associated with the ICO 
(Paris 1948 Hamburg 1986), 
always deplored that the charac¬ 
ter of AIOC does not contribute 
to call it ‘Oriental’ in it’s real sense. 
In his ‘Preface’ to the proceedings 
of 24th AIOC (Varanasi 1968) Dr 
R N Dandekar wrote “And yet hav¬ 
ing privileged to pilot the affairs 
of the Conference as its General 
Secretary for all these years. I have 
my own little grouses. For one 
thingl feel that the scope of AIOC 
is too restricted to justify the 
no menclature Oriental’. Further, 
as Dr Dandekar observed that the 
impressio n has grown on me that 
the participants in the sessions 
tend to take wliat I call the aca¬ 
demics of the conference rather 
in a cavilier fashion. 

In view of the foregoing, should 
we insist upon all accommoda¬ 


tive character of AIOC or seek ref¬ 
ormation? Sep arate o rganisatio ns 
such as Indian Archaeological 
Congress, Indian Historical 
Congress, Indian Philosophical 
Congress and Darshan Parishad, 
All India Conference of Linguists 
have their own sessions and may 
render the holding of these sec¬ 
tions of AIOC redundant. It is no 
denying the fact that AIOC has 
come under the burden of depart¬ 
mentalised character of Indology. 
Be it knowm that Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations has been 
holding ‘International 

Conferences of Indologists’ Last 
but not the least, the tw T o aspects 
of ‘gigantism’ and tourism may 
throw T the administration of the 
organisers out of gears and it may 
also be apprehended that wliile 
the number doubles the standard 
may dwindle. The Orientalists 
wrould do well to ponder over the 
situation. 

(Concludes) 
(The author is former 
Secretary of Sanskrit Bhasha 
Pracharini Sabha, Nagpur) 
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